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dollars on scare tactics aimed at reducing binge
drinking — posters showing students covered
with vomit, displays of cars wrecked jn drunken
- crashes — yet student drinking rates have re-
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binge drinking has been exagiterated and that, by
harping on it, colleges have pushed students into
thinking they must drink heavily to fit the model of
the American college student. Rather than scaring
students about the dangers of drink, the colleges are.
introducing that show off statistics indi-
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admit that the data are limited toa
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The new campaigns have opened up a debate. “It's
in a field which is de-
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ing to sell it to students in much the : *  glightly over that year, from 43 per-
way The Gap sold Americans on cent to 45 percent, and students
wearing khakis: with sly but pervasive messages sug- perceivedthatﬁQpementoftheirpeasdmnkhenv
gesting that everyone else is doing it, too.

“Zero to 3° read frisbees handed out at Cornell, re-
ferring to the number of drinks most students drink
when they party. “What’sthennrm?'asksoneaideof

" footballs at Hobart and William Smith

state New York, with the answer, “FmrorFewer,
on the other.

Posters blanket bulletin boards and student news-
papers at Hobart and other campuses proclaiming
thefacisﬂatly"l‘wooutofthreesmdentsdon’tdrlnk
on the big party nights; 55 percent of students drink
fewer than five drinks when they drink.

The strategy was first suggested by H. Wesley
Perkins, a professor of sociology at Hobart, who no-

* ticed in surveys that students often overestimated

how much their peers-were drinking. The more they

overestimated, he said, the more likely theywereto -
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Thenextyear the university changed to a social
norms mode), putting up posters and advertisements
with pictures of attractive couples under the head-
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%pam Reported heavy drinking declined, to 37

Other campuses adopting the same campaign post-
ed similar results, prompting still more colleges to
sign on.

"I‘hesearethebestresultsthatanyﬂﬂng,ahortof
a 24-hour lockdown, is going to produce,” said Drew

" Hunter, the secretary of the task force on college

that opposes the term binge drinking. It in-.
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cludes the American Council on Rducation, the Na-
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